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1954-1955 OUTREACH EMPHASIS -IN RETROSPECT 


June 30, 1955 brought to completion “our Year of Outreach Emphasis” on 
: CHURCH AND MINORITY GROUPS. The purpose of this program of 
shasis, as stated by the Council of Agencies, was: 


‘To increase appreciation on the part of the membership of our brotherhood of the 
ts and contributions made through brotherhood agencies to the solving of the problems 
by minority groups in the United States and (Canada; and 

-"o provide opportunity to reexamine our basic philosophy with regard to the churches 
sonsibility to minority groups and in particular to its facing of the challenge of the Christ- 
iideal of inclusive Christian fellowship regardless of race or color.” 


Any evaluation of this program of emphasis is complicated by factors 
ch are known to have had some effect on the success or failure of the pro- 
n. Events, projects, and activities, unrelated to the Outreach Emphasis in 
n but directly related to its interests and concerns must be considered but 
not accurately be measured. Who can say how much interest, how many 
ects or study groups were prompted by the May 17, 1954 decision of the 


sution to the churches’ concern 
te by the discussion, preparation 
_ conducting of the Survey of Racial 
ictices of the Disciples of Christ? 

effective in prompting discussion 
{ serious consideration among 
rch people were the findings of Sec- 
15, “The Church Amid Racial and 
anic Tensions,” of the Evanston As- 
ably of the World Council of 
urches? One further complication to 
evaluation of the program of em- 
isis is the simple fact that no one 
lly knows what the churches of the 
etherhood were doing toward this 
“pose prior to July 1, 1954. 


Without attempting to evaluate the 
»gram, the following items, reported 
the Department of Social welfare, 
icate some of the things done to 
‘ther the aims and purposes of the 
treach Emphasis 1954-55: 


Reports and Happenings 


ABAMA: State Conyention passed resolu- 
n calling on the churches of the state to 
ve total emphasis to the study of The 
ch and Minority Groups.” State Youth 
vention had speaker, discussion group and 
trip on the emphasis. 


RIZONA: State Convention had speaker 
strip and discussion group on emphasis. 


ARKANSAS: Eight District Conventions 
speaker and discussion group on emph- 
. State Convention passed resolution call- 
for a committee to study ways in which 
= churches of the state could move toward 
-lusive fellowship. Executive committee of 
te Convention received assurance from 
sst church and community for next con- 
ution that Negroes attending would be 
‘ated as other members. 


XCAPITOL AREA: All activities of Wash- 
ton D.C.—Baltimore area include both 
-gro and white churches. Serious considera- 
on was given to the holding of youth con- 
rences at Bethany Beach on an inclusive 
ssis. (See J. F. Whitfield’s report elsewhere 
this issue.) 
(Continued on page 3) 


ereme Court on segregaton in public schools? Who can weigh the con- 


Sonat Refugee Ship 


ay Be ves / 


A new start in life—on July 12— 
for 1,243 happy people who arrived at 
America’s shoreland aboard the United 
States Navy transport ‘General Lang- 
fitt’”’... ! Seventy-two of these refugee 
families are persons sponsored by the 
churches working through Church 
World Service. These people went to 
local church sponsors in 17 states. To- 
day, each family head is now busy at 
the job assured by his sponsor. 


Yes, people are coming in!—in spite 
of the many delays and pitfalls in the 
Refugee Relief Act of 1953. According 
to the latest report the “General Lang- 
fitt’’ will ferry in 1,200 refugee per- 
sons who have passed all the health 
and security tests. They will be persons 
who have a sponsor who has offered a 
job and a place to live. 


What about the Disciples of Christ 
share? We promised to give assurance 
for 500 family units. Fifty of these 
units now have sponsors from our 
Brotherhood and should be arriving 
soon. But our time is growing short. 
The present act goes out of existence 
at the end of 1956. People, looking to- 
ward America, await our assurances 
for they must receive their visas be- 
fore the expiration of the act. All as- 
surances must be filed within the next 
12 months! Space does not permit our 
listing names and the personal data we 
have. But these are real people—per- 
sons—who await our action. What is 
to be our answer? What is your church 
and community doing? Write today 
for information. ELLA WILLIAMS 


pill 


Indianapolis, Indiana 8=9<@>« 
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Sa [Ee Things Mire 
Happened 


A REPORT FROM WASHINGTON, 


(Mr. J. F. Whitfield, Minister of the Twelfth 
Street Christian Church, was unable to attend 
the Conference on The Disciples of Christ and 
Desegregation because of pastoral responsi- 
bilities, at the last moment. He sent the fol- 
lowing report, prepared in collaboration with 
Dr. J. Warren Hastings, Mr. Arthur Azlein, 
and Mr. Wm. J. Lineback, Director of Work, 
Capitol Area Christian Missionary Society.) 


When I came to Washington, twenty- 
five years ago last April, it was no 
dream of mine that by 1955 the ques- 
tion of desegregation on a national 
basis would be the all absorbing inter- 
est and concern of our nation as it is 
today. It was just twenty-five years 
ago that our Federation of Churches 
accepted its first Negro Church as a 
member of that body. The pattern of 
segregation throughout the entire com- 
munity was so firmly fixed by tradi- 
tion and design that to suggest by di- 
rect statement or implication that a 
pattern such as we now have should 
be the accepted social institution of 
community fellowship was usually 
frowned upon as something very for- 
eign and dangerous to public safety. 


But after the beginning made by the 
Federation of Churches twenty-five 


‘years ago, the inclusive pattern of 


Christian fellowship on all levels has 
continued to develop. It is noteworthy 
that the Christian Church, the Dis- 
ciples of Christ during the heated dis- 
cussions and debates of the vital issue 
of segregation have moved forward 
realistically and firmly toward the de- 
sired goal of an inclusive Christian 
community. The progress in this re- 
gard was not as rapid nor as noticable 
as some of us would have had it, but 
nevertheless we have moved forward. 


Exemplar Achievements 


We wish to set forth the following 
examples of achievement by the 
churches of our several communities 
in and around Washington: 


1. In 1951, during the visit of the 
National Interracial Workshop to the 
Washington community, a young white 
man joined our Twelfth Street Church. « 
He is still a member. 

2. Our Disciples of Christ ministers 
of Washington officially expressed 
gratification over the excellent pro- 
gress being made in the public school 


(Continued on page 4) 
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The opinion and points of view expressed in the 
publication are those of the editors and do not 
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EDITORS NOTE: The reader will 
observe that the major portion of this 
issue of News-Letter is devoted to 
articles, and reports related to “The 
Church and Minority Groups” and to 
the specific area of race relations. For 
these special reports and articles, made 
available at the close of this fiscal year, 
we are indebted to Lewis H. Deer, Na- 
tional Director of Social Education and 
Intercultural Relations, Department 
of Social Welfare, UCMS. 


CONFERENCE ON 
DESEGREGATION 


The “year of outreach emphasis” on 
THE CHURCH AND MINORITY 
GROUPS was brought to a climax with 
the first Conference on Desegregation 
to be held by the Disciples of Christ. 
This Conference, held at Cleveland, 
Ohio, June 21-23, brought together 
sixty-five brotherhood leaders of four 
races to consider: (1) the progress 
that has been made toward the de- 
clared goal of “A non-segregated 
church in a non-segregated society”; 
and (2) ways to accelerate the pro- 
gress of desegregation at every level 
of brotherhood life. 


The Conference was called by the 
department of social welfare. The idea 
for the Conference originated with Mr. 
W. K. Fox, editor of THE CHRIS- 
TIAN PLEA. In the June 1954 issue of 
this monthly publication of the Na- 
tional Christian Missionary Conven- 
tion, the editorial included this com- 
ment: 


“It is time for Christians with a 
concerned conscience on such matters 
to follow their conscience. If the out- 
reach theme ‘The Church and Minority 
Groups’ means more than words next 
fiscal year, it should mean that Negro 
and white Disciples of integrity and 
vision should sit down together and 
face the issues involved with honesty 


(Continued on page 4) 


WASHINGTON ROUND-UP 


Radioactive Fall-Out. Washington has 
just undergone a large-scale emer- 
gency test to see how well government 
agencies could function if the capital 
were to be hit by a hydrogen bomb. 
The President and his staff did busi- 
ness from an emergency tent set up 
nearly 200 miles from the District of 
Columbia. Had the theoretical bomb 
actually fallen a northernly breeze 
would have carried a lethal fall-out as 
far as North Carolina. A war in the 
atomic age will obviously be no picnic, 
despite test “evacuation” atmosphere. 


Meanwhile, concern is increasing 
here over the effects of the test ex- 
plosions already set off in Nevada and 
elsewhere. Dr. Willard Libby of the 
AEC has taken off the wraps. The 
best gauge, he says, is the amount of 
the isotope, 90 of strontium. It does not 
occur in Nature, but is created by 
atomic fission and, having a half-life 
of 30 years, will be with us for a 
generation. It combines with calcium 
and thus is taken up into the bones 
and teeth of all living creatures, in- 
cluding man. There is now enough 
radioactive strontium-90 in your bones, 
wherever you may be, to emit an aver- 
age of 2.2. distintegrations per 
minute per gram of calcium. In other 
words, you are now ticking like a 
Geiger-counter at the rate of one 
atomic disintegration per second per 
ounce of calcium in your body as a re- 
sult of the atomic material you had 
absorbed from tests thus far carried 
out by the U. S., Britain and Russia. 


However, Dr. Libby says not to 
worry. The radioactive carbon which 
you also have in your body ticks away 
at 15 disintegrations per minute per 
gram and that doesn’t hurt you. The 
question which does worry some scien- 
tists is what will be the cumulative ef- 
fect of increasing the radioactivity in 
your body and in the air. Figures on 
strontium-90 indicate why debate on 
radioactive fall-out is becoming the 
number one question of U. S. Defense. 


Salk Vaccine. The debate over Salk 
anti-polio vaccine is waxing hot and 
apparently cost Secretary Oveta Culp 
Hobby her job, although the President 
is doggedly loyal to members of his 
Cabinet when they come under fire; 
as witness the way Secretary of Agri- 
culture Benson has stayed on. 
Basically, Salk vaccine was an acid 
test of the theory that private enter- 
prise should be allowed to do the job 
while the government merely serves as 
watchdog. The private drug companies 
were to make the vaccine and the pri- 
vate physicians to administer it with 
some help from the private Infantile 
Paralysis Institute. Came release of 
news of the vaccine’s proven effective- 
ness and such a rush was on for sup- 
plies that a black market threatened. 
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Glenn D. Everett* 


*Mr. Everett is a Washington Correspondent who writes fort 
many Religious News Services. | 
This brought the first timid govern-} 
ment action, a voluntary conference 
which brought a promise that the in 
stitute was to get all vaccine unt 
young school children were taken care} 
of. Then came trouble. Two batches o 
Cutter vaccine and one of Wyeth ha 
gone bad. Some 85 cases of polio, 
nearly all paralytic, and 15 deaths, 
were attributed to bad vaccine. Thi; 
was, human carnage that could not b 
ignored. It was found after much con 
fusion that government testing stand-| 
ards weren’t high enough. , 


Now, comes a new problem . Big 
damage suits are being filed against 
manufacturers of the faulty vaccine 
Private drug firms are getting ner 
vous about this. They want govern- 
ment protection. Meanwhile, Demo- 
cratic congressmen who proposed that 
the government take over the whole 
vaccine program, providing it free for 
all school children, were told by Mrs. 
Hobby that this would invite socialize 
medicine in the back door, and thai 
this was very improper. 


As a test of free enterprise, the Salk 
vaccine fiasco possesses significance 
far beyond the medical field. There are 
some jobs so big the government has 
to do them. No other agency can. 


Segregation. The Supreme Court has 
decided to let the South take its time 
about eliminating segregation in it 
schools. 


Considerable coercion is going t0 
have to be used at every step in the 
process. The NAACP, seeking ways to 
employ such coercion, has found a way 
to tie up major legislation in Congress 
Just put an anti-segregation rider on 
it and Southern Democrats, worried 
about re-election, will vote against it 
to a man. Certain conservative North- 
ern Republicans are very liberal to 
this kind of civil rights legislation, so 
it ties up the bills. 


The Compulsory Reserve (UMT) bill was 
stymied by Representative Powell’s amend- 
ment against segregation in the Natione 
Guard. The housing and slum clearance bill 
and Federal aid for school construction bill 
are similarly threatened. School construction 
seems doomed anyway. The U. S. Chamber 
of Commerce is crusading against it, claim- 
ing that “Uncle Sam’s 48 nephews (t 
states) are now wealthier than he is’. 


The President’s highway bill is also in 
trouble, An interesting sidelight on that is 
that if $100 billion worth of highways ar 
built by guaranteed 20 year bonds at 3%, it 
will cost $160 billion to build the roads, $100 
billion for the construction and $60 billion 
for the banks which create and extend the 
credit. If built by grants-in-aid out of current 
taxes, there is a saving of 40% in over-all 
costs. Note however, how many of the ad- 
ministration’s programs envisage guaranteed 
loans—no risk, just profit for the lender. 
You can even get a guaranteed $3,000 lom 
to build a backyard A-bomb shelter. 


(Continued from Page 1) 
LLORADO: Eight District Conventions 
peaker, filmstrip and discussion groups. 
(}/Convention passed resolution calling on 
aurches of the State to “take progressive 
| toward integrating other minority 
gs” and to make each church “Receptive 
sjmplete integration.” 

IFORNIA, NORTHERN: Peter G. 
fington, Negro pastor, elected president 
fe State Board. State Convention passed 
apiition calling aapon each of its member 
hes to evangelize and have fellowshi 
|/God’s children without prejudice as 4 
or national origin” and calls upon all 
ties of the brotherhood, “especially the 
}oaational Convention, Home Missions In- 
jions, Church-Related Colleges, and the 
igs of the National Benevolent Association 
tend every facility and service to eligible 
ms without regard to racial or national 


FORNIA, SOUTHERN: State Conven- 
ijenad speaker, filmstrip, four hour work- 
4 State-wide, one-day workshop on the 
yuasis was sponsored by the State Social 
ation and Action Committee. Four even- 
area meetings conducted by leaders 
sd in state-wide workshop. 

ORGIA: State Convention program in- 
4d evening session on the emphasis: film- 
sand discussion. 

DIANA: Sixteen Town and Country Ral- 
m.ad discussion groups on emphasis. State 
ention had workshop, filmstrip discus- 


WA: Two-day State Institute on emph- 


jaNSAS: State Convention had speaker 
“@etrip and discussion group. 

H=NTUCKY: Sixteen District Conventions 
lmstrip and discussion groups. 
‘CHIGAN: State Convention had speaker. 

‘'NNESOTA: Two area meetings had film- 
and discussion groups. 

{SSOURI: State Convention program in- 
Sed panel, with persons of three races 
scipating. All new activities of State Mis- 
ity Society are begun on a racially in- 
ve basis. Two District Men’s Retreats had 
iker and discussion period on emphasis. 
7=W MEXICO: State Convention had film- 
4 and discussion group on emphasis. 
WORTH CAROLINA: (This is the state 
the highest concentration of Negro Di- 
es). An all-day meeting, called by the 
++ Secretary, brought Negro leaders to- 
er with the State Staff to talk over ways 
could work together. 

HIO: State Convention did the following 
»cus on the emphasis: Chartered a Negro 
ach on the same basis as any other; for 
vening session the main and only speaker 
the president of a Negro College; had 
ide speaker and discussion group on em- 
His; had racially mixed choir for worship 
ice; Negro pastors as program partici- 
ss passed resolution stating “In God’s 
ch we cannot draw a color-line.” Six Chris- 
| World Friendship Fund Meets organized 
bind the emphasis with filmstrip, discus- 
group, field trips, outside speakers. 
kormation of an Inter-Racial Commission 
he State Society to meet regularly to ex- 
he ways of bringing Negro and white Dis- 
tes in Ohio closer together. 
(KLAHOMA: Ten District Conventions had 
strip, discussion groups and outside 
}iker on the emphasis. State Convention, 
ed resolution stating, “Each local church 
1s its responsibility for providing worship 
educational facilities for minority groups 
its community.”” CYF Conference had in- 
acial faculty and plans are made to in- 
le young people in conference without re- 
fl to race. 
‘EXAS: State Youth Convention had 
aker, filmstrip and discussion group on 
ehasis. Sixteen District Conventions had 
ustrip and discussion group on emphasis. 
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. -. SUGGESTIONS FOR ACTION... 


(This statement was adopted by the Executive Committee of the De i 

n 2 partment of Racial 
and Cultural Relations of the National Council of Churches, on June 23, 1955, for trans- 
mittal to denominations and to councils of churches.) 


The decree of the U.S. Supreme Court of May 31, 1955, for the imple- 
mentation of the decision of May 17, 1954 regarding segregation in the public 
schools recalls the statement issued by the General Board of the National 
Council of Churches on May 19, 1954. In recognizing the complexity of making 
the changes called for, the National Council said: 


“To put the decision into effect will 
test the good will and discipline of 
people in many communities. Adjust- 
ments will be more difficult in some 
localities than in others. In the period 
of transition from one pattern to an- 
other (whatever the length of the per- 
iod to be prescribed by the Court), we 
know that the churches and individual 
Christians will continue to exert their 
influence and leadership to help the 
authorized agencies in the several com- 
munities to bring about a complete 
compliance with the decision of the 
Supreme Court. The law of neighbor- 
liness is the great guide available to 
Christians as they deal with this situa- 
tion in their local communities. ‘Thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.’ The 
second part of the Great Command- 
ment contains the potential for lifting 
men to a new level of social responsi- 
bility and for creating new dimensions 
of human brotherhood.” 


The many statements supporting the 
elimination of segregation in the pub- 
lic schools, issued by local churches, de- 
nominations and other religious bodies, 
also set forth the complexity of making 
the changes called for by the decrees 
of the Supreme Court. 


The May 31, 1955 decision places the 
primary responsibility for dealing 
with school desegregation and integra- 
tion upon the school authorities in the 
local community. Implicitly the de- 
cision emphasizes the necessity for 
churches and individual Christians to 
exert their influence and leadership to 
help authorized agencies and individ- 
uals in the several communities to 
bring about complete compliance with 
the decisions of the Supreme Court in 
a spirit of good will and neighbor- 
liness. 


State Planning Commission included Negroes. 
State Convention passed a resolution calling 
upon the churches “to study their ethical and 
spiritual position and obligation .. . to the 
end that, in the spirit of Christ ... they main- 
tain a position in their own conscience and 
fellowship consonant with New Testament 
teachings.”’ 

WASHINGTON: State Convention had 
filmstrip and workshop on emphasis. Con- 
vention passed a resolution calling on the 
State Planning Commission to arrange for a 
Study Conference on The Church and Indian 
Affairs. 

NATIONAL GATHERINGS OF DISCIPLES: 

Workshops on the emphasis were conducted 

at the following: 

@ The National Christian Missionary Conven- 
tion. 

@ The International Convention. 

® The D.S.F. Ecclesia 

@ The Religious Education Field Staff 

@The Christian Women’s Fellowship Field 
Staff. 


To achieve this it is suggested that: 


1. Local Congregations have an important 
role in creating a climate of opinion and in 
building channels of communication which 
foster democratic processes, free discussion 
of the issues involved, understanding, creative 
action and good will. 

2. Denominations and councils of churches 
encourage the formation of  action-study 
groups in each church. 

3. Denominations, ministers’ conferences, 
councils of churches and church women en- 
courage the formation of community-wide 
action-study groups which include representa- 
tives from all of the churches. 

4. These action-study groups should— 

A. Secure the facts about the situa- 
tion in the local schools and 
make these facts available to all 
the people in the community. 

B. Make available other informa- 
tion about desegregation and in- 
tegration in the public schools, 
such as books, pamphlets, post- 
ers, films, filmstrips and record- 
ings. 

C. Discuss, formulate and evaluate 
concrete proposals for action 
which are based upon Christian 
principles as well as upon avail- 
able facts and information. _ 

D. Keep in communication with 
other community agencies and 
public officials regarding the 
issue. ; 

E. Cooperate actively with other 
community agencies and public 
officials in efforts to influence 
public opinion and to encourage 
constructive decisions on the part 
of school boards and school ad- 


ministrators. 
F. Work to enable the churches to 
use public discussion, news- 


paper publicity, radio programs 
and similar means of communi- 
cation to counteract rumors and 
propaganda which are blocking 
democratic processes. 

G. Issue statements, hold conferen- 
ces and public meetings dealing 
with the issues of desegregation 
and integration in the local com- 
munity. 

H. Encourage ministers to discuss 
the issues involved in sermons 
and speeches. 

I. Work with adults, parents, youth 
and children in the church to in- 
terpret the meaning of desegre- 
gation and integration in the 
schools. 

RESOURCES 


For information, names of resource leaders 
and literature, write to the Department of 
Social Welfare UCMS, 222 South Downey, or 
to the Department of Racial and Cultural Re- 
lations of the National Council of Churches, 
297 Fourth Avenue, New York 10, New York. 


Conference On 
Desegregation 
(Continued from page 2) 


and courage, and with the real inten- 
tion of doing something more than 
passing another resolution.” 


Mr. Lawrence Maines, Executive 
Secretary of the Cleveland Disciples 
Union, read the editorial then wrote to 
the department of social welfare sug- 
gesting that a conference be initiated 
to provide opportunity for Negro and 
white Disciples to come together to 
face the issues. 


The Conference was planned by the 
department in consultation with: 1. 
The Social Action Commission of the 
National Christian Missionary Con- 
vention; 2. Three Committees of the 
Home and State Missions Planning 
Council—The Urban Work Committee, 
The Christian Service Committee, The 
Strategy and Policy Sub-Committee on 
Negro Churches; 3. A list of sixty- 
eight representative brotherhood lead- 
ers that included pastors, state secre- 
taries, and agency administrators. 


Participants 


Participants in the Conference were 
invited by the department of social 
welfare—pastors directly, and others 
through agency or organizational 
channels. (i.e. The Religious Educa- 
tion Workers Fellowship and the Na- 
tional Association of State Secretaries 
were each invited to have persons 1n 
the Conference.) Pastors were invited 
on a representational basis also so that 
some balance—geographical, racial and 
by viewpoint could be achieved. 


At Cleveland there were 25 pastors 
and 4 other representing local con- 
gregations; there were 26 national 
agency representatives; and 10 per- 
sons from city and state offices. The 39 
persons other than those from national 
agencies came from 16 states; 15 per- 
sons from southern states; 3 from 
western; and 21 from the middlewest- 
ern states. 


Procedure 


The participants met in four sec- 
tions each of which dealt with one 
phase of brotherhood life: A. Urban 
Church; B. National Agencies; C. Con- 
ventions, State and National; D. Col- 
leges and Universities. 


Throughout the planning for the 
conference and in the Conference it- 
self, Mr. Fox’s original idea—‘“‘of do- 
ing something more than passing an- 
other resolution” was clearly in mind. 
Each section had as its purpose the 
arriving at agreement on specific pro- 
jects, activities and programs that 
were addressed to responsible persons 


SOCIAL ACTION NEWS LETTER 


or agencies. These specific proposals 
were to represent the judgment of the 
section on what could be done now to 
accelerate the process of desegregation 
that has already begun. 

Two plenary sessions were held. At 
the first of these, each section reported 
its progress and direction. At the 
other, reports of the sections were 
heard and with changes, adopted as 
Conference Reports. The department 
of social welfare is responsible for 
channelling the suggested proposals to 
the various agencies. 


Second Conference Recommended 


At the closing plenary session, the 
Conference voted to recommend to the 
department of social welfare that a 
similar conference be planned, to be 
wider in representation, for continuing 
evaluation and exploration on the is- 
sues involved in desegregation. In the 
recommendation no definite time was 
stated for the holding of such a second 
conference, but it was suggested that 
it be held sometime after the 1956 Des 
Moines Assembly of the International 
Convention. 


Did Cleveland Achieve Its Purpose? 


The stated two-fold purpose was “‘to 
take a comprehensive look at the ex- 
tent and ways in which our brother- 
hood is separated on racial lines; to 
make specific plans for bringing our 
church life... nearer our proclaimed 
goal—‘a non-segregated church in a 
non-segregated society.’ ” Each of the 
sections did take a look—some more 
comprehensively than others—at the 
extent of separation; and each of them 
had specific plans to suggest to par- 
ticular agencies. Beyond these state- 
ments the degree of achievement 
credited is doubtless a personal opin- 
ion. One observer at least felt that con- 
siderable more achievement could have 
been forthcoming from some sections. 


The actual coming together of these 
representative leaders of the brother- 
hood of different racial and geographic 
backgrounds to give serious attention 
to this issue and serious consideration 
to one another, is the chief value of 
this first Conference on Desegregation. 
(Said one Negro pastor, “This is the 
first time I’ve ever really felt like white 
brotherhood leaders have listened or 
cared when I have something to say.’’) 
The method of procedure and the skill 
of the section chairmen provided an 
atmosphere of helpful frankness and 
full participation. 


The recommendation that a second 
conference to deal with the Disciples 
of Christ and Desegregation be plan- 
ned grew out of the awareness that 
the Conference had enabled those pres- 
ent to begin what is a continuing task 
—examination and planning by repre- 
sentatives of all groups concerned so 
that the brotherhood can move toward 
its goal—no segregation. 
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These Things—Happened - 
(Continued from Page 1) a 


program of integration; many of 
spoke out in support of the s 
board’s policy of desegregation a 
time of the “demonstrations” last fa 
3. The Shepherd Park Christi: 
Church, Mr. Arthur A. Azlein, Mi 
ister, has received four Negroes in 
its fellowship, two of whom, man @ 
wife, were baptized. This church is 
a community that is changing its raci 
pattern very rapidly, so without a 
effort to solicit or avoid persons 6 
color, the church conducted a commy 
ity-wide canvass, visiting all hom 
with the single idea of serving. As 
result of this canvass the persons 1 
ferred to came into the church and aj 
doing fine. Of course, there are soi 
members who have not been abl 2 
adjust themselves to the new pattey 
but for the most they are going alot 
and, according to Mr. Azlein, the pi 
gram is succeeding very well. 


4, National City Christian Chure 
Dr. J. Warren Hastings, Minister, h 
a week-day program for all children: 
the community without regard to ra 
It also has a fine interracial Daily 
cation Bible School. This church h 
also been an example to many othe 
over a period of years by encouragil 
the public discussion of racial segi 
gation when the subject was not a poj 
ular one here in Washington. q 


Dr. Hastings has special praise : 
the “forward-looking attitude on # 
part of community leaders”, and f 
the “healthy condition of the comm 
nity in that there have been no riot 
nor other serious trouble in the trans 
tion of the public school from segi 
gation to desegregation”’. 


5. Last year the Capitol Area Mis 
ionary Society in annual conventit 
passed a resolution giving support ar 
calling for implementation of the I 
ternational Convention Resolution ¢ 
the question of an inclusive membe 
ship on the part of the Disciples 
Christ Churches. 


6. A member of the Mt. Oliv 
Church, Baltimore, has been appoint 
ed Service Chairman of the Women 


Department of the Capitol Area § 
ciety. ¥ 

7. The wife of the minister 
Twelfth Street Church was elected 
president of the Ministers’ Wive 
Group of the Capitol Area. 


